MINUTES

INDIAN LAKE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

AUGUST 13, 2007

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Planning Commission was held on August 13, 2007 at 3:30 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

THOSE PRESENT:



THOSE ABSENT:
Robert Weitzel, Chairman




Robert Vogel






John Walters 
Charles Fox

Joseph Bucks

Theresa L. Weyant, Borough Manager
Visitors – Ronald Sieling and Richard Stern.


The meeting was called to order at 3:30 P.M. by Robert Weitzel, Chairman.
ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.
Welcome New Members.

2.
Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on July 9, 2007 - Weitzel asked for additions and/or corrections.  There being none, Vogel moved and Walters seconded to approve the minutes as submitted.  All ayes, motion carried.

3.
Old Business:  None.
4.
New Business:
  
Robert Weitzel read a letter that he received from the Borough Council dated July 26, 2007, requesting that the Planning Commission provide them with any written comments or suggestions on the amended Zoning Ordinance No. 99 by August 29, 2007.

Robert Vogel read Section 105 – Purpose and Intention of Ordinance.
Robert Vogel read Section 908 – Petition for Map Change or Amendment and Section 909 – Action by the Indian Lake Borough Council.


Robert Vogel – The Planning Commission has no legal representation and if the Planning Commission makes any comments or recommendations on this amended ordinance the Planning Commission will be drawn into a lawsuit not only as a commission but individually.  Therefore, without having any legal representation to guide us, no recommendations should be made.


Ronald Sieling – The only thing that the Planning Commission has approved is the rezoning of the three (3) Lakefront lots to R-1.  The Planning Commission should not be opening themselves up to procedural errors.  The Borough is going to die on spot zoning and the Planning Commission should consult a lawyer if they have any doubt.


Ronald Sieling – There are lawsuits pending against the Borough.  Some of the parties involved their main goal is to keep this in court for 3 years, because Terry will go bankrupt by then.  That is not my goal.  Terry builds very nice homes and he has done a good job with the Lodge, no question.  


Ronald Sieling - There is an appeal before the Zoning Hearing Board challenging the validity of Zoning Ordinance No. 144.  If the board fails to render the decision within the period required or fails to hold the required hearing within 60 days from the date of the applicant’s request for a hearing, the decision shall be deemed to have been rendered in favor of the applicant.  So until these lawsuits are adjudicated & a court determines what is allowed no decision should be made.

Ronald Sieling – Council Members have approached Forrest Schucker and are trying to strong arm him.  This is a felony.  No one from the Zoning Hearing Board shall communicate, directly or indirectly, with any party or his representatives in connection with any issue involved except upon notice and opportunity for all parties to participate.  When this goes to court Forrest will be required under oath to divulge who has approached and discussed this with him.

Ronald Sieling – The Planning Commission should ask Borough Council for funds to allow them to get legal counsel.


Vogel made a motion that the Planning Commission does not make any recommendations to the Borough Council on the approval on Zoning Ordinance No. 144 at this time.  Weitzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote taken.



Robert Vogel – Aye



Robert Weitzel – Aye



John Walters - Naye



Charles Fox - Naye



Joe Bucks – Nay


Motion denied.


Walters made a motion to request Borough Council to authorize funds so that the Planning Commission can get legal representation.  Fox seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Robert Vogel – The Planning Commission needs to set some rules for our meetings and to establish what excuses will be acceptable for missing meetings.  Each member of the commission should come prepared to discuss this at the next regular meeting.


Walters made a motion to change the meeting times from 3:30 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. and to authorize the Borough Secretary to advertise the time change.  Fox seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


The commission asked the Borough Secretary to put in the next Borough newsletter that the Planning Commission is requiring that anyone wanting to make a presentation to them must give advance notice and they must submit any material 2 weeks prior to the meeting date in order to allow the commission time to review the information.

With no further business to discuss, Vogel moved and Bucks seconded to adjourn the meeting at 4:26 P.M.  All ayes, motion carried.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Planning Commission will be held on August 27, 2007 at 6:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa L. Weyant

Borough Manager
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