MINUTES

INDIAN LAKE BOROUGH COUNCIL RE-ORGANIZATIONAL 

AND REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 7, 2008


As duly advertised in the Somerset Daily American, the Borough Council Re-Organizational and Regular Meeting was held on January 7, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

THOSE PRESENT:



THOSE ABSENT:
Patricia Dewar




Harry Huzsek, Superintendent

Charles McCauley

Michael D. Miscoe





P. Scott Moore





Richard Stern
Robert Vogel
Barry S. Lichty, Mayor

Dan Rullo, Solicitor

Theresa L. Weyant, Borough Manager
Dean Snyder, Zoning Officer

Visitors – Terry St. Clair, John Walters, Charles A. Fox, Tim Walters, Tiffany Wright, Lois Campbell, Terry and Karen Shober, Ken Helsel, Ronald Petrina, Ronald Sieling, Carl Chapman, Paul Cornez, Paul Balint, Lori Miscoe, Albert Diehl, George Tarrazi, Jim Lyons and Jim Dewar.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Barry S. Lichty, Mayor.
ORDER OF BUSINESS

 1.
Nominations for President of Council – Mayor Lichty opened the floor for nominations for President.  Moore nominated Charles McCauley, but McCauley declined the nomination.  McCauley nominated Michael Miscoe.  Robert Vogel nominated Richard Stern.  Richard Stern nominated Robert Vogel.  Dewar moved that the nominations be closed.  Vogel seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Mayor Lichty asked for votes for Michael Miscoe – 3, votes for Richard Stern – 3, and votes for Robert Vogel – 0.  Michael Miscoe and Richard Stern each received 3 votes.  Mayor Lichty cast his vote for Michael Miscoe.  Mayor Lichty instructed the Borough Secretary to cast a ballot by the Council for Michael Miscoe for President of Borough Council FY-2008-2010.

 2.
Nominations for Vice President of Council – Mayor Lichty opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.  Miscoe nominated Patricia Dewar.  Richard Stern nominated Scott Moore.  Dewar moved that the nominations be closed.  Miscoe seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Mayor Lichty asked for votes for Patricia Dewar – 4, votes for Scott Moore – 2.  Mayor Lichty instructed the Borough Secretary to cast a ballot by the Council for Patricia Dewar for Vice President of Borough Council FY-2008-2010.

At this time, Mayor Lichty turned the meeting over to President Miscoe.

 3.
Appoint Member to Vacancy Board – Miscoe opened the floor for nominations to the Vacancy Board.  Robert Vogel nominated Paul Balint.  Charles McCauley nominated Charles Fox, but Fox declined the nomination.  Charles McCauley nominated Bryan Bozovich.  Dewar moved that the nominations be closed.  Vogel seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Miscoe asked for votes for Paul Balint – 3 and votes for Bryan Bozovich – 3.  Mayor Lichty cast his vote for Bryan Bozovich.  Miscoe instructed the Borough Secretary to cast a ballot by the Council for Bryan Bozovich to the Vacancy Board FY-2008-2010.

At this time, there is a vacant seat on Borough Council.  Residents who have expressed an interest are:  George Tarrazi, Charles McClelland, and John Walters.

 4.
Appointment of New Member to Borough Council - Miscoe opened the floor for nominations for Borough Council.  Miscoe nominated John Walters.  Robert Vogel nominated George Tarrazi.  Scott Moore nominated Charles McClelland.  Dewar moved that the nominations be closed.  McCauley seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  .  Miscoe asked for votes for John Walters – 3, votes for Charles McClelland – 0, and votes for George Tarrazi – 3.  Mayor Lichty cast his vote for John Walters.  John Walters was appointed to Council to serve the remained of the unexpired term of Terry St. Clair, term expiring on December 31, 2009.

Mayor Lichty swore in John Walters.
 5.
Appoint Borough Solicitor - Walters moved that Council retain Attorney Daniel Rullo from the law firm of Barbara, Clapper, Beaner, Rullo and Melvin as legal solicitor for the Borough.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 6.
Appoint Borough Secretary-Treasurer – Miscoe opened the floor for nominations for Secretary-Treasurer.  Walters nominated Theresa Weyant.  Dewar moved that the nominations be closed.  McCauley seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Theresa Weyant was appointed as Secretary-Treasurer by acclimation.

 7.
Name Depository Bank for Borough Accounts - Walters moved that First National Bank of Pennsylvania be named as the Depository Bank for Indian Lake Borough for all Borough Checking Accounts.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.
 8.
Authorize Bank Signatories – McCauley made a motion to authorize the following officers as approved bank signatories on all Borough accounts – Michael D. Miscoe - President, Patricia A. Dewar - Vice President, Barry S. Lichty - Mayor and Theresa L. Weyant - Borough Secretary-Treasurer.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 9.
Set Time and Date of Regular Council Meetings – Vogel moved that the Council Meetings be held on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Secretary was instructed to advertise the time and dates for the Borough Council Meetings.

10.
Committee Appointments:


A.
Set up Finance Committee and Set Time and Date of Finance Committee Meetings – Members are Patricia Dewar, Scott Moore and John Walters.  The Finance Committee Meetings will be held on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 P.M.


B.
Set up Personnel Committee – Members are Barry Lichty, Charles McCauley, and John Walters.  The Personnel Committee Meetings will be held on an as needed basis.


C.
Set up Litigation Committee – Members are Barry Lichty, Charles McCauley, and Michael Miscoe.  The Litigation Committee Meetings will be held on an as needed basis.


D.
Set up Sewage Committee – Members are Michael Miscoe, Robert Vogel, and John Walters.  The Sewage Committee Meetings will be held on an as needed basis.


E.
Set up Zoning Committee – Members are Charles McCauley, Michael Miscoe, and John Walters.  The Zoning Committee Meetings will be held on an as needed basis.

11.
Welcome Visitors - Terry St. Clair, John Walters, Charles A. Fox, Tim Walters, Tiffany Wright, Lois Campbell, Terry and Karen Shober, Ken Helsel, Ronald Petrina, Ronald Sieling, Carl Chapman, Paul Cornez, Paul Balint, Lori Miscoe, Albert Diehl, George Tarrazi, Jim Lyons and Jim Dewar.
12.
Public Comment:

A.
Tim Walters – Mr. Walters takes extreme exception to Mr. Vogel’s comments and his word choice of rejected.  For the record, the Borough voters, the difference between John Walters and George Tarazzi was only a couple of votes.  There was a gentleman who voted here that hasn’t lived her for a couple of years and more than several part-time residents voted here.  During this election process, Mr. Walters looked and cross referenced the Per Capita Tax Assessments for the Borough to the registered voters in the Borough.  There are approximately 60 to 75 registered voters who are not paying the Per Capita Tax and by definition, if you are an elector in a Borough you must be a permanent resident and if you are a permanent resident you must also pay the Per Capita Tax.  My request is that the Borough Council send a letter to the Shanksville Stonycreek School as well as Susan Dabbs, who is the Tax Collector for the Borough, and request that they cross reference the voter registration list back to who is on the Per Capita Tax Assessment.  Also, if they are paying the Per Capita Tax then they should also be paying the Earned Income Tax.  Council requested that the Borough Manager call the Shanksville Stonycreek School and pass this information on to them.
B.
Ronald Sieling – Mr. Sieling is requesting that the Borough Council consider forming an Environmental Committee.
13.
Approve the Minutes of the Meeting Held on November 14, 2007 – Miscoe asked for additions and/or corrections.  Miscoe noted on Page 6, Number 3, Paragraph 3, the word recorded should be record.  Secretary noted the correction and will make the necessary change.  Walters made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Dewar seconded the motion.  4 ayes, 2 abstentions.  Motion carried.  Richard Stern and Robert Vogel filed the abstention memorandums with the Borough Secretary. 

14.
Financial Reports – Manager reviewed the Income & Expense Report, the Budget Report and the List of Bills for December 31, 2007.  Moore made a motion to approve the Borough’s Financial Reports as presented.   Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Water Works Income & Expense Report and the List of Bills for December 31, 2007.   Walters made a motion to approve the Water Work’s Financial Reports as presented.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Sewer Plant Financial Reports and the List of Bills for December 31, 2007.  Walters made a motion to approve the Sewer Plant Financial Reports as presented.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Summary of Account Balance Report for December 31, 2007.  Walters made a motion to approve the Summary of Account Balance Report for December 31, 2007.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

15.
Legal Report: 

A.
Update on David Rohrich-Zoning Violation – The zoning officer has made a determination that a wood shed has been constructed on Mr. Rohrich’s property without a building permit.  Attorney Rullo has been provided with a copy of affidavit that was submitted by Martin L. Hutton, the contractor for Mr. Rohrich, which indicated that he had been granted oral permission to construct the wood shed.  Fred Jones, prior Zoning Officer for the Borough, submitted his hand written comments which state that he has never, nor would he ever give anybody permission to construct a structure (legal or illegal) without the proper permit.  It is ludicrous.  Attorney Rullo has faxed a copy of Mr. Jones’ comments to Mr. Rohrich’s attorney and strongly advised them that Mr. Rohrich comply with his letter of November 6th and apply for a variance under Ordinance No. 99.


Karl Ocepek-Dilapidated Boat House – Miscoe made a motion to authorize Attorney Rullo to petition the court for abatement of the nuisance.  McCauley seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Donald Mateer-Dilapidated Boat Dock – Council requested that Attorney Rullo contact Mr. Mateer and notify him that the water is down and the metal poles need to be removed.  
16.
Appointment of Two (2) Alternate Members to Zoning Hearing Board – Michael Miscoe stated that Paul Cornez, Lori Miscoe, and George Tarrazi have expressed an interest in serving on the Zoning Hearing Board.  Richard Stern stated that Paul Balint would also be willing to serve as an alternate member. 


Miscoe made a motion to appoint Lori Miscoe as an alternate member to the Zoning Hearing Board, term expiring on December 31, 2010.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

Miscoe made a motion to appoint Paul Cornez as an alternate member to the Zoning Hearing Board, term expiring on December 31, 2009.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

17.
Results of Recent Litigation – On December 6, 2007, Mary Jo Takacs and James Lyons filed a petition in the Court of Common Pleas for a rule to show cause why the Borough of Indian Lake should not be held in contempt of court for violating Court Order dated September 27, 2007.  This petition has been withdrawn.
18.
Agreement with St. Clair Resort Development to Sell Sewage Taps – Mary Jo Takacs and James Lyons have filed a Statutory Appeal in the Court of Common Pleas on the Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 107, which reduced the sewage tap in fee for purchasing all twenty (20) sewage taps in bulk.  Miscoe made a motion to extend the agreement which the Borough currently has with St. Clair Resort Development, LLC an additional ninety days, pending the resolution of this lawsuit and to authorize Attorney Rullo to prepare the addendum to this agreement extending the time limitations to and including May 31, 2008.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried. 
19.
Correspondence:


A.
Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company – The Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company has extended an invitation to the Borough Council to attend their annual Installation of Officers Banquet on Saturday, January 19th, at 6:00 P.M. at the Glade United Church of Christ.  No one to attend.

20.
Committee Reports:


A.
Finance Report:



1.
Set 2008 Boat License Numbers - Dewar made a motion to set the number of available Primary Powered and Non-Powered Boat Licenses at an unlimited number, available General Boat Licenses at 40 (non-modifiable), available Secondary Powered Boat Licenses at 289 (non-modifiable) and available Secondary Non-Powered Boat Licenses at 345 (modifiable).  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

   
   
2.
Set 2008 Boat License Fees - Moore made a motion to set the 2008 boat license fees as follows:  Primary Powered Boat Licenses at $60.00, Secondary Powered Boat Licenses at $150.00, Primary and Secondary Non-Powered Boat Licenses at $15.00, and General Boat Licenses at $600.00, a replacement boat license at $20.00, and a transfer boat license at $50.00.  Dewar seconded the motion.  2 ayes, 5 nayes.  Motion denied.

   
   
  
Miscoe made a motion to set the 2008 boat license fees as follows:  Primary Powered Boat Licenses at $50.00, Secondary Powered Boat Licenses at $150.00, Primary and Secondary Non-Powered Boat Licenses at $15.00, and General Boat Licenses at $600.00, a replacement boat license at $20.00, and a transfer boat license at $50.00.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


B.
Environmental Report:


1.
Update on Biking Trail – Mayor Lichty requested that Council consider adopting an ordinance prohibiting motorized vehicles on the Hiking and Biking Trail and establishing a fine schedule for any violation.  Attorney Rullo stated that he would provide Council with a copy of the County’s Biking Trail Ordinance to review.

C.
Zoning Report:



1.
December Report of Building Permits Issued – Manager provided each council member with the December Building Permit Report.

21.
New Business:  


A.
Set Date for February Council Meeting – Dewar made a motion to set the February Borough Council Meeting for February 6th at 7:00 P.M. and to authorize the Borough Secretary to advertise this date.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

22.
Old Business:  None.

With no further business to discuss, Dewar moved and Moore seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:58 P.M.  All ayes, motion carried.


The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Council will be held on February 6, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa L. Weyant

Borough Manager
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