MINUTES

INDIAN LAKE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 12, 2008


The regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Council was held on November12, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

THOSE PRESENT:



THOSE ABSENT:
Michael D. Miscoe, President



P. Scott Moore







Robert Vogel

Richard Stern
Charles McCauley

Timothy Walters
Patricia Dewar
Barry S. Lichty, Mayor

Dan Rullo, Solicitor

Theresa L. Weyant, Borough Manager
Harry Huzsek, Superintendent

Dean Snyder, Zoning Officer

Visitors – Albert Diehl, Ken Helsel, Dale Russian, Terry Shaffer, Dan Black, Brad Shober, Robert Marhefka, Ronald Petrina, Shawn Ware, Clyde Ware, Ronald Sieling, Terry Shober, Carl Chapman, and Tom O’Toole.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Michael Miscoe, Council President.
ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.  Approve the Minutes of the Meeting Held on October 8, 2008 – Miscoe asked for additions and/or corrections.  There being none, Moore moved and McCauley seconded to approve the minutes as submitted.  6 ayes and 1 abstention, motion carried.   Dewar filed the abstention memorandum with the Borough Secretary.

     Approve the Minutes of the Meeting Held on October 22, 2008 – Miscoe asked for additions and/or corrections.  Stern would like to add that a budget workshop was held and the proposed 2009 budget was discussed.  Stern moved and Vogel seconded to approve the minutes as amended. 5 ayes and 2 abstentions, motion carried.  Dewar and Moore filed the abstention memorandums with the Borough Secretary.
2.  Financial Reports – Manager reviewed the Income & Expense Report, the Budget Report and the List of Bills for October 31, 2008.  Dewar made a motion to pay the bills from GAI Consultants, in the amount of $40,081.48, the bill from Maust Excavating, in the amount of $316,531.30, and to reimburse the Borough for engineering costs, in the amount of $30,449.62, from the line of credit from PNC Bank.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  
Moore made a motion and to approve the Borough’s Financial Reports as presented.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Water Works Income & Expense Report and the List of Bills for October 31, 2008.  Moore made a motion to approve the Water Work’s Financial Reports as presented.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Sewer Plant Financial Reports and the List of Bills for October 31, 2008.   Stern made a motion to approve the Sewer Plant Financial Reports as presented.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Manager reviewed the Summary of Account Balance Report for October 31, 2008.  Moore made a motion to approve the Summary of Account Balance Report for October 31, 2008.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

3.  Welcome Visitors - Albert Diehl, Ken Helsel, Dale Russian, Terry Shaffer, Dan Black, Brad Shober, Robert Marhefka, Ronald Petrina, Shawn Ware, Clyde Ware, Ronald Sieling, Terry Shober, Carl Chapman, and Tom O'Toole.
4.  Somerset Area Ambulance Association-PA House Bill #1133 – Shawn Ware, on the behalf of the Somerset Area Ambulance Association, addressed Council on the approved House Bill #1133 which was passed on March 17, 2008.  Somerset Area Ambulance has been providing ambulance service to the Borough for the past 7 to 8 years.  The ambulance service is approaching all the Boroughs and Townships which they provide services to and are trying to get a financial commitment from these municipalities to keep them in their area.  In the past 3 months, the Somerset Area Ambulance has responded to 10 calls in the Borough.  
    Miscoe asked if they could provide the Borough with the data on the number of calls made to Indian Lake Borough, the amount that was not paid by medi-care or the insurance companies, and the amount of bad debt.
    Mr. Ware stated that they can provide that information to the Borough.  What the ambulance service is requesting from the Borough is for a financial commitment of $2,500.00.
5.  Brad Shober, Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department-Fire Service Agreement – Brad Shober, on behalf of the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department, provided the Borough with a fire service agreement for the year 2009.  The agreement is requiring that the Borough make a donation of $40,474.80 to the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department for providing firefighting equipment and personnel to this municipality.
    As part of the Borough’s ISO rating, which deals with home owner’s insurance, the Borough is currently rated either a 9 or a 7 and without a fire protection agreement with a fire department, the Borough’s ISO rating will automatically go up to a 10, which will then make the insurance premiums go up.  

    Shober stated that the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department has presented this same agreement to Shanksville Borough and Stonycreek Township, which reflects a 1 mill tax increase for each as well.  Shanksville Borough has signed the agreement and they are currently working with Stonycreek Township.
     Miscoe questioned if the Borough would not agree to dedicate 1 mill of tax revenue, than the Shanksville Fire Department would no longer provide fire protection services to the Borough?  Shober stated that was the feeling of the fire department.  Lichty questioned that if the Borough does not sign these fire agreements, the fire companies would not respond?  Dale Russian, from the Central City Fire Department stated that they could not respond without a signed agreement.  Shober stated that if they don’t have a signed agreement, they are not obligated to respond, they are only a volunteer fire department.
     Council stated that they wanted to review the Borough Code to see what the Borough is mandated to do and what options we have.  Council understands your problem and we are willing to discuss this, but increasing the taxes by 1 mill is not an option at this time.
6.  Correspondence:  
     A.
Somerset County Boroughs Association-November Social Meeting - The Somerset County Boroughs Associations will be holding their annual social meeting on Thursday, November 20, 2008, at the Oakhurst Tea Room in Somerset.  The cost is $16.75 per person.  No one to attend.
     B.
PSATS-Natural Gas Drilling and Local Governments Planning for Change Seminar – Dewar made a motion to authorize the expenditure of $50.00 for Michael Miscoe and Scott Moore to attend the PSATS seminar on Natural Gas drilling and Local Governments Planning for Change at the Penn State Cooperative Extension Office in Somerset.  McCauley seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  Moore stated that he would have to check his schedule and would contact the Borough Manager to verify if he would be able to attend.
     C.
Casselberry & Associates-Proposal for Evaluating the Potential Impacts of Gas Wells on the Borough’s Groundwater and Surface-Water Resources – Casselberry & Associates has provided a scope of work and estimate for evaluating the potential impacts of gas wells on Indian Lake Borough’s groundwater and surface-water resources.  The cost to complete this project is estimated at $3,600.00.  This reflects 40 hours of work at a billing rate of $90.00 per hour.

     D.
The Walters Family-Thank You.

7.  Committee Reports:

A. Finance Report:

       1.   Proposed 2009 Budget - Another budget workshop was held and the proposed 2009 budget was discussed.  
2.  Authorization to Advertise the 2009 Tax Rate Ordinance – McCauley made a motion to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise the proposed 2009 Tax Rate Ordinance at the rate determined by the changes that were made to the budget this evening for adoption at the December 10th meeting.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.
B. Public Works:
1. Open Bids for the Sale of the 1967 Bucket Truck:
Hauger’s Auto Sales & Body Shop

$   450.00
Jay Zimmerman



$   855.00

Michael Zimmerman



$1,426.51

Rogers Auto Sales



$   367.00

Jim Snyder




$1,500.00
       Dewar made a motion to accept the bid from Jim Snyder in the amount of $1,500.00.  McCauley seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.
2.    Approval to Advertise the 1997 F-350 and the 2001 F-450 for Bid – Vogel made a motion to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise the 1997 F-350 and the 2001 F-450 for Bid.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

C. Sewer Report:

1.    Pine Cove Sewage Facilities Planning Module – Vogel made a motion to authorize the Borough Manager to sign the documents for the re-submittal of the Pine Cove Sewage Facilities Planning Module.  Stern seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 2.     Indian Lake Marina Escrow Agreement – Walters made a motion to accept the Indian Lake Marina Escrow Agreement as presented.  Moore seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.
D. Zoning Report

.

1. October Report of Building Permits Issued – Manager provided each council member with the October
Building Report.

8.
Old Business:  None.
9.
New Business:  None.
10.
Public Comment:  


At 11:21 P.M. Moore made a motion to go into Executive Session for Personnel Matters.  Dewar seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.
At 11:45 P.M. Council returned to Regular Session.


With no further business to discuss, Vogel moved and McCauley seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:52 P.M.  All ayes, motion carried.


The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Council will be held on December 10, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa L. Weyant

Borough Manager
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